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Article Review
          William J. Bennett in his article, "Drug policy and the intellectuals" points out the involvement of intellectuals in the drug agenda in the United States of America. He is of the idea that the matter has been over-politicized and is almost getting out of hand. There have been two groups of politicians, some who are of the concept of the legalization of drugs while others are opposed to it. 
           William is mainly against the self-proclaimed intellectuals who support the idea of legalization and dismisses them for not involving the real experts in advising them on the position to take regarding this matter. He is also against the idea that the politicians and policymakers in the country have treated the drug agenda as a non-issue dismissing it as being a personal problem that the affected persons bring to themselves and so should be legally allowed to run their lives the way they want without limitations. He is bitter about how the politicians deal with imagined socially created issues like racism while the drug problem is a real menace.
         William explains the effects of drug use, for example, increased suffering for the users. The worst part of this is that it does not only affect the individual user of the drug but it becomes a problem to the society. Friendships, marriages, and families break because of drug use. All these are problems that pose a threat to the community. 
         The trade in drugs despite being presented as being a profitable business in the real sense it is not as the poor youth that sells it in the streets end up consuming most of the drugs that they should be selling and therefore can never make a lot out of it. Therefore it would be inappropriate for the legalists to argue that the legalization of drugs would bring income to the country and the sellers. He denotes how expensive it can eventually be dealing with the drug problem. William also highlights the magnitude of drug-related issues and accidents in case of legalized drug usage since just like alcohol and tobacco, with the legalization, would call for increased demand and general usage of the drugs.
       The article defends the role of law enforcers in dealing with the drug issue. This conclusion is after observing that the law enforcers carry the blame for their leniency in dealing with drug-related cases and the subsequent increase in drug abuse under the watch of the police. The author insists that the issue can never be handled by a single institution such as the police and calls for the involvement of the whole society. He gives the example of a state where the neighborhood was bothered by the drug problem and how they tried to establish a reform center which never worked. However, upon transforming the proposed centered to a police station, there was a significant improvement, and after law enforcement officers worked together with the society in containing the drug issue especially among the youths, the youth center was eventually able to work efficiently.
        From this article, William defends the current state of affairs in which the use and sale of drugs are illegal. He questions the intellectuals' integrity and their real Intel in handling this matter. The author also highlights the many problems that legalization of drugs could bring to the society. He especially appreciates the importance of the community working together with law enforcers to ensure strict adherence to drug laws.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Reflection Essay
         Initially, I thought that the issue of the legalization of drug use and the sale was just a simple thing. However, after being exposed to all this research, it is clear that it is not just a small issue as I used to think. The purpose of this reflection is to give a clear outline of the great lessons that I have learned from the above research. . This essay aims at briefly summarizing the readers my findings on the topic about the legalization and criminalization of drugs and other substances. 
          Everyone seems familiar with the issue of drug abuse but not legalization issues. In fact, not many people show concern about whether any drug is legal or not. In most cases, people hold individual views on this issue, and most do not bother whether a drug is legal or not. Those that take the drugs do so whether it is legal or illegal.
          It had never occurred to me that the laws could bring about a considerable change in the way the society is. I took the debates for the legalization of drugs for granted without interrogating the effect it could have on the community. With the exposure to all these data, am now able to discern the enormous impact certain moves by the policymakers could have in the society.  Also, I have become aware of some of the explanations for the current state of affairs in some regions and how different they are from others. For example, I can understand that in a community that allows drug use, there could be more cases of dropouts and criminal activities, unlike the areas where it is an abomination to use certain drugs. 
      From the research sources discussed above, I still find the article by William J. Bennett titled ‘Drug policy and the intellectuals' most useful. The author has covered efficiently the topic of drug and substance use and the laws regarding it. He supports the idea that drug use should be considered illegal and this would save the society from some issues that it exposes itself to when the use of the drug is legal. He highlights the risks that come with drug use and how these risks could increase if there is the legalization of some drugs in a state. The article also highlights the dire consequences of drug intake and abuse, for example, drug-related disorders and other social problems.
           I have learned new lessons from the research. Key among them are the effects of drug abuse that I had never thought of, for instance, the fact that Drug peddlers never get rich since they consume most of what they should be selling. Instead of using the drug to make money, they use it for their own recreation needs. Also, the fact that law enforcers could help in curbing drug use in society is impressive. I had never viewed things from such a perspective.
       In conclusion, from this research, it is evident that drug use has more disadvantages than advantages. It exposes the user to many risks that vary from drug-related disorders to social issues. A government, out of its own will may decide to make the use and sale of certain drugs legal or illegal. Some drugs could be legal in one country and illegal in another, it all depends on a government's discrete decision. However, there is need that a government evaluates the effects a drug has on users and the impact it may have on the society. If a drug poses more threats than advantages, then it would not be essential to legalize it. However, the choice to use a drug depends on an individual since despite a drug being illegal, some will still use it.
          

